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March 12, 2020
	Attn: Pastors & Church Leaders..
Information Update & Coronavirus
Recommendations for Churches


	


	Friends,
In light of the Coronavirus (COV-19) concerns in our nation and communities, there are some matters we should consider and some questions to address. As always our foremost concern should be for the well-being of our congregations and communities.
· Stay up-to-date with the news from your state, city, school and county officials regarding any directives. Be prepared to give your congregation updates until the current crisis regarding the spread of the virus is over. We will do so on the district level.
· Release communication and speak in your public gatherings about precautions that you are thoughtfully putting into practice for this season.
· Here is some good measured advice straight from the Surgeon General (printed last week in Christianity Today) to churches re: Coronavirus. suggesting that it is not time to panic or distribute surgical masks or cancel church. However, it may be time to limit things like handshaking and sneezing directly on each other.  
· At the links below you will find some additional resources and guides that can be helpful, along with an example of how one church has posted information on their website.. Please apply any of this in an appropriate way in your context.
Coronavirus — What You Need to Know (Risk guidelines from Church Mutual Insurance
https://houstonsfirst.org/news-stories/coronavirus-update
10 Guidelines for Pastoral Care - Coronavirus Outbreak
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· Consider offering ways for your people to contribute financially using online giving if you are not already doing so.
· Be pastoral in your context. Don't turn this into a political issue.
· Be prepared to respond carefully and thoughtfully if someone in your congregation and/or community should test positive for the virus.
· Demonstrate that you share concern, but that you are also a leader with faith in the power of God.
Trusting God and Seeking His Help and Wisdom,
Keven
<Scroll down to page 3 for CDC handout/poster>
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STOP THE SPREAD OF GERMS

Help prevent the spread of respiratory diseases like COVID-19.

Avoid close contact with people who are sick. | Coveryour cough or sneeze with a tissue,

then throw the tissue
HH

| inthetrash.

s

Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth.

Wash your hands often with soap
and water for at least 20 seconds.

For more information: www.cd
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