2021 - 2022 NDI Chairperson Report
Encouragement is the word for discipleship on the North/East Texas District of the Church of the Nazarene!  While momentum is still being recovered for many of our churches following the challenges, lockdown, and quarantine of the pandemic, I believe God’s word for our district today is encouragement.  Encourage: To Lift the countenance, to inspire, to stimulate.  When we encourage one another, we give support, hope or confidence to someone.  Encouragement is the development of belief or activity to serve Christ in someone else.  When we Disciple someone, we encourage them in Christ!  An effective word to describe discipleship is Encouragement!
In one of the darkest times we have seen in our lifetime through the attack on worship and fellowship in 2020, God began to speak and show Himself strong through His church.  Of the many things He said to the Body of Christ, “Encourage One Another” is the most important!  Hebrews 10:23-25 says, “Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.  And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”   We have learned so much through the obstacles of the pandemic.  Communication through the internet took center stage.  Depending on small groups to do the work of ministry became common place.  Trusting God in trying times became our hope.  In our continued efforts to minister in our context great creativity is creating great results!
Changes have taken place in the Denomination.  Our name change from SDMI to NDI shows a commitment to the “Great Commission”.  Christ called us to make disciples.  Rather than believe the only way to make disciples is to have a good Sunday School, the focus is placed on walking with others as together we grow in Christ.  Encouraging others in their faith includes a classroom or small group but must venture into the far-flung places of people’s everyday life.  It delves into the broken and messy places of people’s experiences.  The Bible has much to say in this broken world.  We must model these messages through life lived together.  While it is not difficult to disciple through encouragement, it does take commitment for the long haul.  The General Church NDI invites each of us to Join the Journey of Grace. To intentionally develop relationships with unreached people so that they become Christlike disciples making Christlike disciples.   I Thess 5:10-11 says “He died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him.  Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.”
Your District NDI board has worked diligently to serve you with resources to help in the local church effort of making disciples.  We have had two regular scheduled council meetings, five Zoom meetings and many small group meetings to keep the district discipleship ministries strong for NE Texas.  As we addressed many of the inherited activities of the district and measured them with where we want to go following the pandemic, we have several revitalized ministries, two new ones to introduce this year and a new one to get started soon.  
With the pandemic plan for Children’s Camp 2021 we discovered a new form of camping that we desired to keep for 2022.  While we did return to Traditional Kids & Pre-teen Church Camp which will be held July 18th  – 21st, we have added “Intergenerational Camp” in a retreat format for September 3rd – 5th called “Explore”.  Here is Beth Bidle Rush from somewhere deep inside Kentucky to present Children’s Ministries and our new “Explore Retreat” for Families this Fall!
We realized there was great need to reintroduce a Layman’s retreat for NE Texas District so on October 14th – 16th we offer you “Living Life Together”.  A retreat for Married or Single, Young or Retired, where adults can come together to worship, relax, Learn and fellowship.  There will be all group plenary sessions as well as pull out moments for training and fellowship to help adults craft a retreat moment that meets their needs.  Here is our “Living Life Together” Director, Rev. Norita Sieffert to share more about this Discipleship opportunity!
We saw a revitalizing of our Women’s Ministry Retreat, “Faith Lift” this year with Rev. Susie Schellenberger.  Come Rev. Marlene James and give us a report on where Women’s Ministry has been and where it is going for the NE Texas District!
I would like to foreshadow that your NDI would like to present Sunday School of Excellence & Creative Discipleship Church awards next District Assembly.  These awards will be selected by your NDI board on Creativity, Effort and Effectiveness.  More information will be presented through the District Website and District communication efforts as they are available.  
The General Church put great effort and resource into a Discipleship Ministry App that I want to make you aware of today.  This interactive opportunity begins with a set of questions that will set you on a decided track where you follow an algorithm decided from your survey to participate in a Personal Discipleship Journey on your smartphone or personal device.  Daily devotions from our Holiness Perspective, now that’s creative options on our disciple making journey.  Whole churches and Districts are becoming test groups for this new discipleship tool at present.  Here’s Steve Martin to give insight into this vital ministry this morning!
You will find the NDI Table in the back with Flyers for upcoming retreats and camps and District Leaders to greet you.  Questions asked at that table will receive active response and action from your NDI board this year.  You also will be able to visit with Steve Martin on how you can begin the Discipleship App at your church.
In the first century church there was a man by the name of Joseph.  He presented himself as such an inspiration and encourager that his name was changed to Barnabas, which means Encouragement!  Barnabas is the one who sought Saul of Tarsus out and gave him the right hand of fellowship.  It was Barnabas who shaped Paul’s missionary heart and gave him a place to serve and find his missionary calling!  It was Barnabas who in a disagreement separated from Paul and chose John Mark for the second missionary journey.  Where would we be if Paul had not been mentored and inspired to follow God to the ends of the earth?  Where would we be if Mark would not have been given a second chance and fostered to serve the cause of Christ?  Had these writers of the gospel not been encouraged and heartened in their ministries then potentially fourteen of our New Testament books would not have been written.  Over half of the New Testament books were written by the two products of the ministry of Barnabas.
Christians are changing the world by being the encouragement of Christ!  We must continue the message of Hope.  I believe we could transform the state of Texas if we would all encourage others in Christ!  Hebrews 13:20-21, “May the God of peace, Who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever.  Amen.”
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